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Overview 
People Powered Savings Inc.’s mission is to harness the power of online communities and collaborative 
saving models to provide greater access to capital for the financially underserved. Our social commerce 
platform modernizes the “saving circle,” an age-old form of microsavings that helps people save money 
together with the support of friends and family. By enabling users to tap into their social networks to form 
savings circles, we offer people a new, exciting way to mobilize their personal savings. The result of “people 
powered savings” is greater access to money without the need to borrow from banks, credit cards or 
payday lenders – putting control over personal finances back in the hands of millions of Americans. 

 

The Problem 
Promoting economic inclusion is one of the most pressing issues facing our nation. According to the FDIC, 
60 million Americans lack affordable access to mainstream financial products such as bank accounts and 
credit. Without the opportunity to save, millions of people are forced to rely on costly non-banking 
alternatives, such as payday loans and check-cashing services, to make ends meet. These consumers not 
only pay significantly more for basic financial transactions but they often struggle to build credit histories and 
achieve financial security. 
 

The Opportunity 
Our target market consists primarily of the financially underserved currently using Alternative Financial 
Services (AFS) as a primary means for their financial transactions. Our customers are predominately women, 
working class families, immigrants, minorities and single income parents. The size of this addressable market 
is estimated at 31 million people and we expect to capture 4.3% of this market (1.3 million users) by our fifth 
year of operation. 
 

Our Product Offering 
People Powered Savings, Inc. provides an easy-to-use, multilingual web platform that automates saving 
circles and builds online communities around this savings practice. Our platform allows participants to easily 
form saving circles with other verified participants; set-up secure automated payment transactions linked to 
their checking account, prepaid debit card or other financial accounts; and manage the timing and 
distribution of the collected group savings to each participant. The platform’s social commerce features help 
participants create the support network they need to stick with their savings goals and benefit from having 
collective buying power. In addition, we provide access to personal finance tools, interactive advice forums 
and other financial resources. 
 

Our Advantage 
We provide a unique platform that helps to make financial inclusion a reality by enabling participants to: 

• Access money at zero interest without the need to borrow money from credit cards, banks, payday 
lenders or other cash advance lenders 

• Leverage connections with friends and family to mobilize savings 
• Increase financial literacy and improve credit histories 
• Foster stronger community ties to help people rebuild their savings 
• Promote a renewed culture of savings  
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Revenue Model 
Our revenue is derived through affiliate and online marketing, lead generation and interest earned on 
deposits. Unlike traditional and alternative financial service providers, we do not charge fees or interest to use 
our platform; it is free for all participants.  
 

Development Strategy 
The People Powered Savings’ platform is currently under development.  We are seeking initial funding from 
“friends and family” in order to assist us in building and rolling out a beta (trial) version of the application. This 
release is scheduled for Q2 of 2012. After our testing, we will build a production version of the application 
and initiate our customer acquisition strategy. At that point, we will seek Series A funding. We expect to 
launch the product in Q4 of 2012. 
 

Management Team 
 

Shehreen Johnson, Co-founder and CEO. Shehreen has over 15 years of 
experience in business management in the software and aerospace industries. 
Shehreen has served in senior positions in operations, supply chain, product 
launch, marketing, legal and global software systems design at Microsoft in the 
U.S. and internationally. Shehreen holds a BS in Engineering with a specialization in 
Industrial & Systems Design from Mercer University and an MBA in Sustainable 
Management from Presidio Graduate School. Passionate about economic 
inclusion, microsavings and sustainable livelihood development, Shehreen believes 
in business as one of the most powerful tools for driving sustainable social change. 
 
 
Rudi Anderson, Co-founder and CMO. Rudi spent ten years doing strategic 
planning and marketing communications at TBWA\Chiat\Day and Team One 
Advertising (subsidiary of Saatchi & Saatchi) for clients including Lexus, Infiniti, 
Nissan, Mars Inc., Ritz-Carlton Hotels and Boost Mobile. She also works for a 
Fortune 500 company helping to embed sustainability practices into their global 
operations. Rudi earned a B.A. in Urban Studies from Brown University and a 
sustainability-focused MBA from Presidio Graduate School. Rudi is passionate 
about using social technology and collaborative business models to empower 
people to build their financial and social capital. 
 
 
Jeff Milum, CFO. Jeff started his career utilizing his BS in Finance from University 
of Denver as a financial analyst working for Fortune 500 companies. From there, he 
spent 15 years in the software industry working for companies as prominent as 
Oracle and also at numerous startups in management, sales, marketing and 
operations roles. His desire to make a positive impact and to get back to his 
quantitative roots led him to pursue an MBA in Sustainable Business from Presidio 
Graduate School. Jeff is a firm believer in combining the power of finance, markets, 
and sustainability to maximize blended returns.  
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Advisors 

 
Steven Crane PhD, CFO and Executive V.P. of PCI Crane Consulting. As 
CFO and Executive Vice President of PCI Crane Consulting, Steve assists 
companies with improving their financial and organizational performance. With more 
than 20 years of financial management and change management expertise, he has 
consulted for Greater Bay Bank Corp, California Bank & Trust and Mid-Peninsula 
Bank, as well as with Charles Schwab & Co. and the East Bay Conservation Corps. 
In addition to his consulting work, Steven has taught at the University of San 
Francisco, Presidio Graduate School and John F. Kennedy University in Orinda, CA.  
  
 
Alexia Marcous, V.P. Dharma Merchant Services.  Alexia is Co-Founder and 
Vice President of Dharma Merchant Services. She holds a Bachelor of Science in 
Computer Science from the State University of New York at Stony Brook and an 
M.B.A. from Drexel University. Alexia was a computer programmer and systems 
architect consultant for 12 years, serving companies and non-profits in the financial, 
insurance, pharmaceutical, energy and technology industries. She currently sits on 
the board of the Green Chamber of Commerce as Vice President and serves on the 
Political Action Committee.  
 
 
Ed West, Founder Mission Motors.  Edward West is an entrepreneur and 
educator. He holds a BS in Mechanical Engineering from Yale University, and an 
MBA from Presidio Graduate School. In 2006, Edward started Mission Motors, 
manufacturer of advanced electric powertrains for vehicle manufacturers and high 
performance electric motorcycles. In the four years after the founding of the 
company while he served as President, they grew to a staff of 35, raised three VC 
funding rounds and created multiple contracts with major vehicle manufacturers. He 
is currently teaching the Integrative Capstone class at Presidio Graduate School's 
sustainability-focused MBA program where he brings broad and holistic 
perspectives to creating business ventures with the goal of large scale social, 
cultural, environmental and systemic change.  
 
 
Henry Wong, CEO Adgregate Markets. Henry Wong, J.D. serves as the CEO of 
Adgregate Markets, Inc. Mr. Wong was a Venture Partner of Novus Ventures Fund 
II, L.P. and Novus Ventures. He co-founded a number of ventures including 
XDaze.com and Zipidee. He has experience building and exiting companies as a 
legal advisor, operations executive, and principal investor. Mr. Wong professional 
experience stems from both finance and legal backgrounds, having worked for 
WorldCom, Morrison & Foerster, and Ellipso, Inc. He served as a Director of 
PropertyView Solutions, Inc., AdECN, Inc., and, Artemis Ventures, and Artemis 
Ventures Fund II, L.P. Mr. Wong also teaches Corporate Finance at UC Berkeley 
Extension and holds a J.D. and MBA from American University in Washington, D.C. 

 


