
Center	  for	  Sustainability	  Team–	  News	  Release	  Assignment	  and	  Template	  
	  

News release assignment, due before midnight, Thursday, 9/27 
 
1.  PRE-READING FOR SKILLS.  Most important piece:  Reading news release 
guidelines in our text, pp. 43-75. 
 
As	  stated	  in	  our	  text:	  

“	  …a	  newsworthy	  story	  has	  at	  least	  one	  (and	  probably	  more)	  of	  these	  
elements:	  	  Timeliness	  (the	  story	  contains	  new	  information);	  Impact	  (The	  
story	  affects	  media	  readers,	  viewers	  or	  listeners);	  Uniqueness	  (The	  story	  is	  
different	  from	  similar	  stories);	  Conflict	  (The	  story	  involves	  a	  clash	  of	  people	  
and/or	  forces,	  such	  as	  nature);	  Proximity	  (The	  story	  describes	  events	  
geographically	  close	  to	  the	  targeted	  readers,	  viewers,	  or	  listeners);	  Celebrity	  
(The	  story	  involves	  a	  famous	  person,	  such	  as	  a	  politician,	  business	  leader,	  or	  
entertainer).”	  	  (Marsh	  et	  al,	  p.	  43)	  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
2.  KNOW YOUR ASSIGNMENT DETAILS. 

 
For this assignment, you’ll write three types of releases about one topic: 

Promotion of the Minor in Sustainability Innovation and Education. 
 
The Center for Sustainability leaders are planning to start a new minor at BSU by Fall of 
2013. They need a model for outreach to undergraduates across the college.  
 
 
3) RESEARCH YOUR CLIENT. 
 

SUSTAINABILITY MINOR BACKGROUND (Draft) 
Sustainability Innovation and Outreach 

 
Learning Objectives and Goals: 
 

1. Understand the foundations of sustainability practice, theory, and history. 
2. Understand systems approaches and application to sustainability practice and 

innovation. 
3. View sustainability from the perspective of two or more disciplines. 
4. Perceive connections between the disciplinary domains that pertain to 

sustainability and integrate conflicting disciplinary insights and viewpoints. 
5. Develop a basic understanding of sustainability subfields. 
6. Learn about key leaders and key organizations influencing sustainability. 
7. Understand the policymaking process and issues in sustainability. 
8. Develop a working knowledge of sustainability assessment and decision making 

tools. 
9. Understand teaching and training methods to support teaching and outreach of 

sustainability. 



10. Develop professional and academic writing skills to support sustainability careers. 
11. Develop and complete a research/service project with a sustainability theme that 

proposes a holistic solution. 
 

Competitive landscape:  How are other schools using public relations to describe 
a new/existing sustainability minor?  How does public relations writing play into 
recruitment and outreach to students? Among others, check out: University of 
Pennsylvania; Ball State University; Clarkson University; and George 
Washington University. 

 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
4.  BASED ON YOUR RESEARCH, WRITE and REVISE YOUR PUBLIC 
RELATIONS DELIVERABLES. 
 
From this research, write three electronic press releases (geared toward student 
recruitment and community engagement) following the format specified in the text:   

 
1) Announcement (straight news story, e.g. a new minor is coming) 
2) Feature (a combination of information and entertainment; in this case, make 

up a quote for Center Director Deniz Leuenberger or a student) 
3) Social media (Web-based multimedia; in this case, see p. 61) 

  
GRADING RUBRIC FOR NEWS RELEASE ASSIGNMENT 

 
TYPE OF RELEASE Points Possible 

Formatted per guidelines in text for each type of release.  
Follow email formatting:  Announcement (p. 52); Feature (p. 
55); Social media (p. 61) Proofread and revise! 

3 

Individual releases following class text descriptions 
(Announcement, feature, social media) 

3 

TOTAL 6 
 


