
―'Never waste a good crisis‖  

-- Obama’s campaign team, pre-election 

WIKILEAKS 

(And other trending cases of  interest) 

 

Discussion:  POWER 

Whether/how to break away from  

―useless and restrictive dichotomies that  

serve no purpose‖  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A7-MbiixFe0
http://www.readersupportednews.org/off-site-opinion-section/369-wikileaks/4257-the-us-governments-pursuit-of-wikileaks-could-be-its-undoing


 Primary interest:  Exposing oppressive regimes in Asia, the former Soviet bloc, Sub-Saharan 
Africa and the Middle East 

Assist anybody who wants to reveal unethical behaviour in their governments and corporations 

Main effect:  Not to take down Clinton or Obama, but interrupt trust  

 

Weaken networks  Creates paranoia in network 

 

Under attack:  Assange and nodes (New York Times, etc.) 

, forgetting one important characteristics of  network theory: that the sum is larger than its parts. 
As Wikileaks undergoes a DDoS attack, hundreds of  mirror sites were formed. When 

MasterCard, Visa, and Paypal decided to refuse accepting donations on behalf  of  Wikileaks, 
Anonymous took the matter into their own hands and launched cyber attacks against the websites 

of  these companies. As Assange argues ―Plans which assist authoritarian rule, once discovered, 
induce resistance. Hence such schemes are concealed by successful authoritarian powers until 

resistance is futile or outweighed by the efficiencies of  naked power.‖ ―Conspiracy as 
Governance‖ 

 

WIKILEAKS:  PURPOSE 

http://iq.org/conspiracies.pdf
http://iq.org/conspiracies.pdf


Purpose:  dismantle conspiracies 

Assange’s definition:  secrecy/exchange of  information in closed network  

 

???  

If  you’re not aware you’re part of  the conspiracy?  

If  you keep info to yourself, don’t act, or release unconditionally?  

 

Accepted:  Trading info with those who agree on its value, 

Building powerful, normalized network operating in synch,  in secret, 

for its own success. 

 

 

WIKILEAKS…POWER 



Falls under network theory, and others:   

 

How to weaken a conspiracy? 

 

Drain its power, 

Intercept and cut information flow between nodes. 

 

 

―Who can I trust?‖ mentality and paranoia. 

 

UNCONDITIONAL TRUST 

BROKEN 



FIRST BLOWS: 

 

Established elite  

 

vs. 

 

Internet culture 

BIGGER DISCUSSION: 

 

Armaggedon 

Nuclear war 

Poverty 

Climate Change 

Cyberwar 

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT? 

Ellsberg’s leaking Pentagon Papers to The New York Times in 1971 --  Espionage Act, 

criminalizes communication of  "information relating to the national defense", which 

"the possessor has reason to believe could be used to the injury of  the United States.". s 



Criminals under Espionage Act: 

 Julian Assange,  

newspaper editors working with WikiLeaks,  

 and anyone who reads, or even Tweets, about the contents of  a 

classified cable. 

  

Today, Assange IS The New York Times,  

which published Ellsberg's documents. 

TRANSPARENCY, FLOW 

http://www.wired.co.uk/news/archive/2010-11/29/wikileaks-diplomatic-cables
http://www.wired.co.uk/news/archive/2010-11/29/wikileaks-diplomatic-cables


 

WikiLeaks @wikileaks Everywhere We open governments. 

http://wikileaks.org 

 

About @wikileaks:   

2,895Tweets  1Following 548,774Followers 17,902Listed 

 

 

TWITTER CONNECTIONS 

http://wikileaks.org/
http://wikileaks.org/
http://twitter.com/
http://twitter.com/
http://twitter.com/
http://twitter.com/


Who crumbled 

 

Amazon.com 

MasterCard 

PayPal 

Visa 

Who didn’t 

 

Datacell 

Flattr 

Facebook 

OVH 

Twitter 

Xipwire  

GOVERNMENT PRESSURE TO 

STOP SUPPORT  

Cyberattacks against  those who refuse to accept donations for Wikileaks  

http://www.readersupportednews.org/off-site-news-section/368-wikileaks/4224-6-companies-that-havent-wussed-out-of-working-with-wikileaks
http://www.readersupportednews.org/off-site-news-section/368-wikileaks/4224-6-companies-that-havent-wussed-out-of-working-with-wikileaks


―Julian Assange: Hacker or 

Hero?‖  

―terrorist,‖  

―traitor,‖  

―anarchist,‖  

―freedom fighter,‖ etc… 

Federal criminal investigation 

opened; Lieberman  called for 

companies to top supporting 

Wikileaks; plus 

suggested that NYT be criminally 

investigated;  

Feinstein urges Assange prosecution 

in Wall Street Journal op-ed;  

 

Ju l ian  Assange descr ip tor s :  Dazed and confused  

FIRST LABELS BY MEDIA/ELITES 

Anarchist:  Targets leaders , such as Osama Bin Laden 

BUT conspiracies = scalable networks without ―heads‖ to be targeted.  

http://www.democracynow.org/2010/11/30/headlines
http://tpmmuckraker.talkingpointsmemo.com/2010/12/after_getting_amazon_to_boot_wikileaks_lieberman_e.php
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/12/07/lieberman-times-crime-wikileaks_n_793293.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703989004575653280626335258.html?mod=WSJ_WSJ_News_BlogsModule
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703989004575653280626335258.html?mod=WSJ_WSJ_News_BlogsModule
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703989004575653280626335258.html?mod=WSJ_WSJ_News_BlogsModule


―Celebrity Supporters of  Julian Assange Misguided, Critics Say‖ 

 

• Michael Moore:  $20,000 toward bail; plus help via his website servers, 

domain names, and ―anything else he can to do to keep WikiLeaks alive 

and thriving‖ 

 

• ―if  WikiLeaks was around to squash U.S governmental ―lies‖ in 1964, the 

Vietnam War would never have happened and ―58,000 of  our soldiers (and 

2 million Vietnamese) might be alive today.‖ 

 

 

FOX NEWS 

http://www.foxnews.com/topics/politics/vietnam-war.htm
http://www.foxnews.com/entertainment/2010/12/15/experts-celebrity-supporters-julian-assange-completely-misguided/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed:+foxnews/entertainment+(Internal+-+Entertainment+-+Mixed)


• ―Vietnam was half  a century ago, 

times have changed,‖ 

 

• ―We have far more openness and 

transparency and our reasons for 

being in the Middle East are 

much different.  

 

• Has Moore forgotten 9-11?‖ 

 

 

And from President of  California 

Young Republicans: 

 

Hollywood should absolutely butt 

out and frankly, Assange is the true 

definition of  a terrorist. What he’s 

done has put our soldiers’ lives at 

risk.‖ 

FOX EXPERTS REPLY: 

(MEDIA STRATEGIST DAVID MOORE) 

http://www.foxnews.com/topics/politics/middle-east.htm


Assange argues: 

―Plans which assist authoritarian rule, once discovered, induce resistance. Hence 
such schemes are concealed by successful authoritarian powers until resistance is 

futile or outweighed by the efficiencies of  naked power.‖ ―Conspiracy as 
Governance‖ 

 

 

January 21, 2010 – Hillary Clinton on Internet freedom: 

 

"Information has never been so free"  

"Even in authoritarian countries, information networks are helping people 
discover new facts and making governments more accountable." 

 
  

TODAY:  PROTESTS/SHIFTS 

http://iq.org/conspiracies.pdf
http://iq.org/conspiracies.pdf


Cloud computing is sneaky: 

Terms and conditions for "free" and paid-for services = grounds for dropping your content 

 

Western political elites stomp around the Internet, companies bending to their will.  

 

NOW---rules have changed. 

 

Peer-to-peer technologies -- like BitTorrent – are spreading the cables.  Today’s choices: 

1) Learn to live in a WikiLeakable world,; or  

2) Shut down the internet.  

 

Assange to Forbes:  Next target would be a major U.S. bank — 

Anne Finucane, Bank of  America global strategy and marketing officer:   

We have little left to hide at this point.  

Marketing strategy:  Get out in front of  the story as a safeguard. 
 
 
 

IMPLICATIONS (THE GUARDIAN) 

Wikileaks (and mirrors)
Wikileaks (and mirrors)
Wikileaks (and mirrors)


 

Sacramento Mother + Center for 

Science in the Public Interest -- File 

Deceptive-Marketing Lawsuit (Happy 

Meal toys)Against McDonald’s;  

 

Dannon’s deceptive ads: 

Settles with FTC, improper claims 

that products could help prevent 

common illnesses and relieve 

irregularity 

 

 

10 ways social media will change in 

2011  (―supersized‖) 

OTHER CASES OF INTEREST 

http://www.readwriteweb.com/archives/10_ways_social_media_will_change_in_2011.php
http://www.readwriteweb.com/archives/10_ways_social_media_will_change_in_2011.php

